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The Bamboo Beacon 
Newspaper 

American Community School 
Saigon, South Vietnam 

 
The Bamboo Beacon was the first newspaper (following the former newsletter The 
Foxy Chronicle) of the American Community School. The first issue was published 
on Fr iday September 15, 1961. I t continued to be published every two weeks dur ing 
the school year , until the school’s closing in 1965. The newspaper repor ted school 
news, social events, spor ts, a book corner, feature ar ticles about South Vietnam, 
or iginal poems, and humor. 
 
Or iginally The Foxy Chronicle and Bamboo Beacon circulation included only the 
High School (grads 9 – 12). In November 1961, subscriptions were extended to the 
7th and 8th grades, and their representatives were invited to join the staff . 
 
The Bamboo Beacon usually consisted of six double columned pages. The copy was 
typed and run off by hand on the school’s ditto duplicator . 
 
The name Bamboo Beacon was selected by the staff in hopes the name would 
symbolize to the students a staunch light ever ready to serve them. 
 
This book contains copies of the or iginal Bamboo Beacon newspapers, saved by 
Burton Parker , who served on the staff . 
 
Below are: 
 
Vol. 1, No. 1 – September 15, 1961 
Vol. 1, No. 1 (should be No. 2) – October 6, 1961 
Vol. 1, No. 3 – October 13, 1961 
Vol. 1, No. 4 – November 3, 1961 
Vol. 1, No. 5 – December 7, 1961 
Vol. 1, No. 6 (not marked) – Chr istmas Edition 1961 (not dated) 
 
I ’m sure you’ ll find them very interesting reading. Enjoy! 
 
Note: Use the ‘zoom in/out’ t ool at the top on the tool bar for easier reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

 
 

Vol. 1, No. 1 – September 15, 1961 
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Vol. 1, No. 1 (2) – October 6, 1961 
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Note: Numbered and dated incorr ectly. I t should be Page 6 – Oct. 6, 1961 
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Vol. 1, No. 3 – October 13, 1961 
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Vol. 1, No. 4 – November 3, 1961 
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Vol. 1, No. 5 – December 7, 1961 
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Vol. 1, No. 6 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Page 2 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Page 3 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Bottom section of Page 3 above  
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Page 4 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Page 5 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Page 6 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Page 7 – Chr istmas Edition 1961 
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Recommended Reading 
 
My Father the Spy: An Investigative Memoir  
 
Saigon Station 
 
Escape From Saigon: How a Vietnam War Orphan Became an American Boy  
 
Diplomatic Wanderings: From Saigon to the South Seas 
 
Vietnam, A Memoir : Saigon Cop 
 
In Pharaoh's Army: Memor ies of the Lost War 
 
Up Country 
 
Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up Among Wor lds (Second 
Revised Edition) 
 
 
Sponsors 
 
Please support our sponsors, as they support us by making Saigon Kids and American 
Community School web site and community available to all Saigon Kids … Free. 
 
Amazon 
 
Silverfox Company 
 
Hypnosis Downloads 
 
10 Milli on Clicks For PEACE 
 
 
Resources 
 
Host Gator  – Web Hosting – Unlimited Sites 
 
Aweber  - Unlimited Autoresponders – Free Test Dr ive 
 
 
 


