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The Bamboo Beacon
Newspaper
American Community School
Saigon, South Vietnam

The Bamboo Beacon wasthe first newspaper (following the former newsletter The
Foxy Chronicle) of the American Community Schod. Thefirst isaue was published
on Friday September 15, 1961.1t continued to be published every two weeks during
the schod year, until the schod’sclosing in 1965. The newspaper reported schoad
news, social events, sports, abook corner, feature articles about South Vietnam,
original poems, and humor.

Originally The Foxy Chronicle and Bamboo Beacon circulation included only the
High Schod (grads9 —12). In November 1961,subscriptions were extended to the
7" and 8" grades, and their re presentatives were invited to join the staff.

The Bamboo Beacon usually consisted of six double mlumned pages. The wpy was
typed and run off by hand on the schod’ s ditto duplicator.

The name Bamboo Beacon was ®leded by the staff in hopes the name would
symbolizeto the students a staunch light ever ready to serve them.

Thisbook contains copies of the original Bamboo Beacon newspapers, saved by
Burton Parker, who served on the staff.

Below are:

Vol. 1,No. 7 — Jauary 19, 1962

Vol. 1,No. 8 —February 27, 1962

Vol. 1,No. 9 —April 06, 1962

I’'m sure you'll find them very interesting reading. Enjoy!

Note: Use thezoom in/out’ t od at thetop on thetod bar for easier reading.

Note: Page Numbers areinconsistent in theseisaues. Thisprobably was a result of
pages being typed on different dates prior to actual printing and distribution of the

paper. Therefore, the latest date of the pagesin an isaue has been used asthe
publication date.



Vol. 1,No 7 — Jawuary 19, 1962

Vol. 1, No. 7

Jan, 19,1962

MORE AID TO VIETINAM ORDERED BY
KENNEDY *

"Ylashington, Dec. 1! =--= I'resident
Kennedy today ordered increased assis-
tance for the defense of South Vietnam
in its desperate efforts to repel Com-
muniat aggresion from the North."

This came out in the Birmingham
Hews-Age-Herald a while tack., It was
quickly followed up by a statement that
government officials did not think this
| aid would be in the form of Lizniting man,
kut in ths form of meve Yelizopters sad
| communications equipment . i
This new effort was brought about
by an appeal from Presideat Diem. He
{1said that Vietnam "now fzzes what is per-
|haps the gravest erisis in it#'long his-
tory," and "We must have further assist-
ance from the United Statas’' if we are to
win the war now being wagsdiagainst us."
To this appeal President Wennedy replied,
We shall promptly incleass our assistance
to your defense effort. ar well as help
jrelieve the destruction ¢f the Tloods
hich you describe. ‘I hzve already given
he orders to get these jregrams under

[}
°

President Kennedy clen't say epsc-
ifically what he meant ty increased as-
| sistance to the Vietnamese defensa effobt

GECKO

By ths time this comes out, our
second salea drive will be over, and
our annual. will be about two weeks a-
way from the printer. Out sales last
wesk had reached a masaive total of
thirty-seven. Come on people! If
a few mor: people want to buy annuals
come to M s. Powell's room first thing
ionday morning.

The “eniors have made up a school
seal whicl: will be seen for the first
time in ti.e Gecko.

Ve, “he staff, are all in a panic f.

now, trying to get our book ready for
the printir. So if you see a &arried
and worn ittle person shuffling his
or her wa through a gigentic stack of
papers, just sort of work your way by
andsympatiiize with him (or her ),

FIRST YE/R'S STUDENT KNOWLEDGE OF LATIN

Ligntibus, outibus
In the parlorum;
Bo; ibus, Kissibus
Swestibus girlorum.
Girlibus likeibus,
Viar tibus Summorum.

Dacibus hearibus, (Cont. p. 2)

Lovda smackorum

it




Bamboo Beacon Pags 2

Jan. 18,1962

%,

| advice so that the Vietn:mese will be
| able to use more efficiertly the equips:

( V.N. Cont. )
. cther administrativ: sourzes. asid
this shouldn't be taken .0 meun that
UoS. fighting men would s shipped in.
In the past there has be:n a lot of 4
speculation on this poss: bility.
Government sources . aid that Lhere
will be "aerpge-tha-hnaw assistance!
of the sare kind we have been giving
the Vietnamese, plusimprived technical

ment. that they have and +he wquipment
to be received.

"€ may send some mor: light train-
ing rlanes and C-47 two-¢ 1gined trans-
ports to be used by paraciutists and for
hauling heavy equipment,

Two of the bip probl:ms fagimg the
Vietnamese are reconnaise:nce and mov—
ing troojs into the diffiult fighting
‘areas. Helicopters are nw being used
for both purroses.~

ngmunicatidqa are aother problems
Teneral Maxwell Taylor on his recent
visit here to check on co.ditions was
very concernsd about "the primitive
state of commiinications."

Taylor went back to ' he States
convineed that what was n-eded was sup-
port through equipment an | cogoperation
with the Vietmamese army,

i F.D,

2

™
.{ Cont. from p. 1)
Comebus, guickibus

With a cluborum,
Boyibus, getibus
Harda spankorus,
Landibua, nembiops
Outside frofit gvor m.
Getabus, 'ﬁﬁﬁiuja,
Withy dZigdborum,

’gggi 18§ Kissibus

%hd L no moreums
é

S "UDFRT COUNCIL
The lew Year 1962 finds the
Student Cuncil hard at work and
forts mad: on & number of various
projects. Some are for this year,
while som: are for next year.
Our

&f-~

8% Lreasures, Jo amn Brown,
has given us a comprehensive report
on our firancial situation.

The ‘inal details are being
worked ou'. for the Sadie Hawkins Day
and Dance This program will be held
in cooper:tion with the Bsmboo Bea-
con. Barlara will announce details
next week.

klan: are also being made for
the Senior Prom, which will be held
dometime curing the last four weeks off
school. 's hope to ba able to give
the Seniors a mermorable farewell
dance, sorsthing real specidl!

A spesial committee made up of
the officers is working on the new
Constitution, whieh will go into ef-
fect next semester.

Brooks Toland heads a group
working tc publish a high school hand
book. This to will go into effect
next semes .er.

A few more bake sales may be
held to ra.se money for the Senbar
Prom. Mon:y must alsoc be left for
next year': council, so they dom't
have to st rt oubt broke.

Vie hoie to provide meny interest=
ing activi ies for the last months of
school .

A special note to you girlse
Get movin' and invite a boy to the
Sadie Hawk:ns Dance. This is your
big pportw ityi

Steve Johnson













Vol. 1,No. 8 —February 27, 1962
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Vol. 1,No. 9 —April 6, 1962
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Recommended Reading

My Father the Spy: An | nvestigative Memoir

Saigon Station

Escape From Saigon: How a Vietnham War Orphan Became an American Boy

Diplomatic Wanderings: From Saigon to the South Seas

Vietnam, A Memoir: Saigon Cop

In Pharaoh's Army: Memories of the L ost War

Up Country

Third Culture Kids: The Experienceof Growing Up Among Worlds (Seamnd
Revised Edition)

Sponsors

Please suppat our sporsors, as they suppat us by making Saigon Kids and American
Community Schod web site and community avail ableto al SaigonKids ... Free.

Amazon

Silverfox Company

Hypnosis Downloads

10 Milli on Clicks For PEACE

Resources
Host Gator — Web Hosting —Unlimited Sites

Aweber - Unlimited Autoresponders—Free Test Drive
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